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Ineta Mežniece 

Effective use of virtual tools to develop pupils’ skills and abilities 

(Tukums, Latvia 2019) 

Ineta Mežniece has worked as a primary school and natural 

science teacher in Tukums 2nd Elementary school for 31 years. 

The school is located in a small city in the middle of the 

country which is at a close distance from Riga, the capital city 

of Latvia. Tukums 2nd Elementary school offerstwo 

programmes forthe elementary school pupils: basic education 

and musical education. It also offers the possibility to learn 

mathematics at a higher level starting with the 7th grade. In 

addition to this, the school implements various European projects which provide better educational 

opportunities both for teachers and pupils toengage in different science workshops, in order to 

improve pupils’ skills and abilities in science and other school subjects. Another EU project allows 

employing a teacher-assistant to help the class teacher in a work with low achieving pupils having 

poor motivation to learn. 

Teacher Ineta works as a class teacher in class 4b. This class could be described as a diverse group 

of pupils aged 10-11. In total there are 30 pupils but 6 of them are low achievers with poor 

motivation to learn. 

At the beginning of the school year the teacher observed considerable differences in pupils’ skills 

and abilities as well as in their interests. She soon saw the necessity to develop her knowledge in 

order to motivate the underachieving pupils and promote their interest in academic subjects.The 

teacher enrolled in professional development courses, organized teacher-parent conferences, sought 

for support from the school staff, also, discussed pupils’ learning and motivational issues with the 

principal. 

During the lessons the teacher paid special attention to 

the low achieving pupils and gave them extra time to 

complete the assignments. Moreover, she took 

advantage of the EU project and purchased tablets to 

use in the classroom which enabled her to try new 

methods of delivery – Ineta started using the tablets to 
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teach math and natural sciences. Furthermore, the teacher made use of the ICT tools – the 

interactive whiteboard. This tool was greatly enjoyed both by gifted and low-achieving pupils. It 

allowed the possibility to solve tasks in front of the class and also enabled pupils with poor reading 

and literacy skills, to understand the topic better by seeing it on the screen. 

The teacher firmly believes that the use of digital tools can enhance pupils’ motivation to learn. One 

of her most favourite learning platforms is https://www.uzdevumi.lv/. It includes tasks with 

different levels from the easiest to the most difficult; it also allows one to earn points for completed 

tasks and, most importantly, engages pupils in learning and competing with their classmates. The 

teacher used the learning platform not only for classwork, but also for homework.She firmly states 

that the use of this particular tool changedpupils’ attitude towards homework: the pupils positively 

welcomed the opportunity to learn on-line and enjoyed doing homework through their mobile 

phones instead of writing it in the workbook. Consequently, the amount of completed homework 

increased. 

On top of that, teacher Ineta received help from the teacher-assistant who worked individually with 

underachieving students in the classroom thus enabling teacher Ineta to spare time with gifted 

pupils. 

Teacher Ineta has revealed that her most favourite method of delivery is group work: she divides 

groups in a way that in each group comprises students with high and low motivation to learn. In this 

way they are encouraged to help each other. This is not the most peaceful and the quietest learning 

method, the teacher says, but it is obviously the most effective one for those pupils who don’t like 

and are not interested in working individually. 

At the end of the school year the teacher observed a significant increase both in pupils’ academic 

achievements as well as in motivation to learn. She strongly believes that it is due to the use of 

digital tools in the classroom and various methods of delivery that helped boost pupils’ motivation 

to learn and enhance their achievements. During the last months of the school year, they 

demonstrated that they are more interested in doing everyday tasks and homework than at the 

beginning of it. 

Their lack of motivation was replaced with a lot bigger interest in work, especially by using the 

virtual learning platform https://www.uzdevumi.lv/ of the opportunity to compete with classmates 

and desire to develop their skills to get better results. Their marks and knowledge improved, 

because they actually learned a lot by completing those tasks.  
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During the school year teacher Ineta observed her students and was happy to see such a 

development because of new technologies and help of the teacher-assistant.  

Ineta has always shared her good ideas and working methods with her primary level colleagues and 

also some subject teachers. Every school year she prepares open lessons not only for her school’s 

colleagues but also for teachers from other Tukum’s region schools to share her good experience. 

She is ready to develop her knowledge about the use of virtual tools and ICT technologies so she 

can do all the best to motivate her students. 

Next year she is going to be a class teacher of 1st grade and she is ready to use those tools from the 

beginningso pupils are motivated throughout the school years. 

 

Questions for reflection: 

1. How to get the best result working in class with a diverse group of pupils? 

2. Why use of virtual tools is important for development of pupils’ skills and abilities? 

3. How can group work help pupils with low motivation? 

 


