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Anna Kuceł 

It is worth looking for new solutions 

(Rzeszów, Poland 2019) 

Anna Kuceł is a maths teacher at the Primary School in Głogów 

Małopolski. The teacher has a great deal of experience in working 

with children. She graduated pedagogical studies at the Wyższa 

Szkoła Pedagogiczna in Rzeszów. She's been a teacher for 22 

years.  

Anna teaches mathematics in class VI. There are 20 students: 6 

very talented students, who take part in competitions, the rest of 

pupils are not interested in the subject, and 8 students have an 

opinion from the Psychological and Pedagogical Clinic about 

the adjustment of requirements, including 2 people diagnosed with ADHD. 

The teacher had to face up to various problems. The first one is the low achievement 

of mathematics among students (this problem applies to all students except 6 - very talented). 

Another, changing  pupils and their parents’ opinion about mathematics being a „difficult” subject, 

which was the result of a lack of encouragement and motivation of pupils to learn. The fact, that 

pupils didn’t see the need to use mathematics in everyday life had a significant impact. Nowadays, 

there is a widespread lack of habit of systematic learning by students and consolidation 

of knowledge, which is very important in mathematics and easier to make up for humanities 

subjects. 

Anna saw a lot of problems and she also knew that in many pupils' families there is the problem of 

the Euro-orphanhood, or that some of the students have broken up families or blended family, so 

she was taken solution these problems on their own initiative. 

The teacher participated in various trainings, which helped her take specific actions. Anna was 

looking for knowledge in pedagogical literature and on the Internet. She made a lot of conversations 

with pupil’s parents. The teacher also received help from a school counselor and other teachers, 

who know this class well. 

The teacher knew, that the key to the success of effective teaching is the individualisation of work 

during the lesson, as well as the diversity and personalization of educational tasks. Children are 
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quickly bored, so they need different stimuli, that will help them to concentrate. In this case, the use 

of digital tools was great idea (digital handbook, GeoGebra, applications for example on the website 

www.learningapps.org, quizzes for example on www.quizizz.com and others) and other didactic 

tools. This type of action has contributed to increase the involvement during the lesson in maths and 

achievements among students. In addition, Anna organized extra classes for less talented students in 

order to fill the lack of knowledge. She also encouraged talented students to help the less gifted 

students. She put a lot of effort into motivating students to actively participate in classes. Teacher 

Anna knew that praise is very important for each student, so she tried to see the smallest successes 

and praise students for these advances. She used various forms of rewarding: by nice praise, good 

grades, pluses, pictures, calendars, "encouragement and motive" (funny math stickers). She tried to 

convince students that mathematics is needed in everyday life, and that learning can be enjoyable. 

At the end, she tried to persuade the students to systematically work and repetition of the 

knowledge gained. 

The teacher noticed, that of the various methods she had used, especially digital tools proved to be a 

success. In contrast, traditional tools weren’ t as effective anymore. 

Anna carefully watched the behavior and progress of students during maths classes, as well as 

during the additional classes. A lot of knowledge about students' skills provided her by grades from 

tests, short tests, quizzes and other activities. She waited only half a year to achieve the expected 

results, relatively soon. 

 

All students completed the 6th grade, moreover, comparing the grades for the first half of the 

year and at the end of the year was very positively surprised. The number of satisfactory and good 

grades has increased, and the number of admission ratings has decreased. Students got rid of stress 
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related to mathematics. She noticed, that they were more willing and active during classes. Finally, 

they believed in their own abilities and started to get better and better results in learning. The 

students also got involved in additional activities. With great enthusiasm, they helped the teacher 

organize an event called "Meeting with Mathematics". Many of them participate actively in 

additional classes in mathematics. 

What is her message to other teacher?  

"Don’t be afraid to look for new solutions to improve the conditions of your work and to enable 

students to achieve success." 

 

Source: http://glogow-mlp.pl/images/dla_mieszkancow/zycie_codzienne/edukacja/szkoly/szkoly_podstawowe/szkolagm1.jpg 

 

Questions for reflection: 

1. What is the reason for the difficulties / dislikes in learning math among students? 

2. What tools should a teacher use in the classroom to motivate students to be active? 

3. Can the teachers see small successes of students and praise them for them? 

 


