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Anastasios Papathanasiou is a Mathematics teacher at the private 

Palladio School Varis, a suburb of Athens. He studied 

Mathematics at the National Kapodistrian University of Athens, 

and got his Master's degree in Education from the University of 

Roehampton London, and an MBA from the Hellenic Open 

University. Before being occupied at the Palladio School Varis, 

he has been a teacher in the sector of private supporting 

education, teacher at various public schools and teacher at 

Second Chance Schools for twelve years. His benchmark 

classroom at Palladio School consists of 19 students (age of 13) 

and he has been teaching this specific class for 2 years. However, 

he overwatches all classes, on the account of his role as a 

coordinator of Μathematics in the school. He said:  

“In our school there are students of different learning speeds, just like in all schools. ICT tools help 

the teacher keep track of each pupil ‘s pace and answer to their personal educational needs.” 

It is very challenging to identify the difficulties of 19 pupils and personally assist them all during a 

45 minutes long class. But you can be more effective when you adjust on the personal educational 

needs of the students after the class has ended. For example, during class time, a mathematical 

concept might take 5 minutes for one student to deepen into, and 20 minutes for another, but this 

problem is resolved with the use of digital technologies, as the pupils can replay the videos and 

generally the teaching material as many times as they need, at their own pace. 

Mr Papathanasiou is an active enthusiast of math and digital technologies, as he is a member of 

several forums regarding educational mathematics. He has participated in numerous relevant 

seminars and actively seeks new sources of inspiration in the research of relevant scholarly articles, 

mathematics related networks and lifelong learning opportunities. Currently, he is attending a 

seminar concerning STEAM (Science Technology Art Mathematics). He and his colleague Mrs. 

Tzortsou are encouraged to use ICT by the school dean Mr. Noulas, who is also a pioneer in the 
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teaching of digital technologies as well as by the school’s management who support the integration 

of ICT in every aspect of the educational procedure. The engagement of technology in teaching 

requires a friendly environment. Mr. Papathanasiou states: 

“I feel blessed that the management, my director Mr. Noulas as well as my colleagues support the 

implementation of ICT in our teaching practice.” 

In order to integrate digital technologies in the learning process, Mr. Papathanasiou uses the 

platform iTunes U that enables him to upload the class material online, educational videos, 

presentations, projects, tests, quizzes, crosswords and pretty much everything that the pupils might 

need to study. Additionally, Classter platform is used by teachers, students and parents in order to 

share homework guidelines, to keep absences, to handle GDPR issues, to maintain school 

performance updates and generally to keep track of everything related to the school.  

Interactive boards are an 

important tool and a basic 

part of the teaching 

process. Desmos is a free 

online graphing calculator 

that lets users explore 

math in new and exciting 

ways. Desmos wants to 

help every student learn 

math and love learning 

math. Graph functions, plot tables of data, evaluate equations, explore transformations, and much 

more – for free! Mr. Papathanasiou said: 

“My goal is to gradually move towards “the background” of the teaching process, by teaching the 

students to learn on their own, to search knowledge and deepen into it through continuous hard 

work, while I simply support them in their effort.” 

His philosophy is to teach pupils to use the tools that the teaching system is providing them with in 

order to learn in their own pace and achieve the best learning results. The only change needed to 

fully step into full e-learning would be the use of Microsoft Teams, so the stepping into distanced 

learning when needed due to the Coronavirus school shutdown was very easy as the whole 

The software Desmos 
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organization had been practicing the integration of ICT in their classes long before, under the 

guidance of their dean Mr. Noulas. Mr. Papathanasiou stated:  

“When the Ministry of Education decided to suspend the function of schools due to the COVID-19 

pandemic crisis, we created our teams in Microsoft Teams and started online lessons from day zero. 

Initially, 4 hours per day on the main subjects which gradually became five, including music, 

gymnastics, art, etc. On the one hand, we at Palladio School won the bet of continuously delivering 

knowledge to our pupils, and on the other hand we managed to keep them busy, keep their morale 

high and support them in such a stressful situation.” 

OneNote is a precious tool used by groups of pupils in order to upload homework and questions 

from their home whether they have been asked to, or on their own incentive. The pupils receive 

personal and private feedback online, and the learning process becomes personalized. The teacher 

can focus on the personalized learning needs of each pupil, something which is not easily done in 

the conventional classroom. As each of them receives their personal feedback, they work 

independently on their own weaknesses while simultaneously following the pace of the class as a 

whole, while the teacher has the time to observe each pupil’s needs through the thorough study of 

their homework (something which is rather difficult to occur into a conventional class).  

Mr. Papathanasiou said: 

“Learning becomes a personal experience, where the students have their own pace, and make their 

own effort just like track and field; where the teachers are the trainers. Mathematics is a personal 

sport, the more you practice the better you become. No one can practice for you. The teacher is 

there to explain and support, but the pupil has to do all the hard work.” 

The application BookWidgets is used for tests and self-

assessment quizzes to see what the students have comprehended 

from their courses, and of course, to receive fruitful feedback 

from the students about the teaching methods followed, as the 

teachers themselves are learners in this innovative process. You 

can easily share a wide variety of beautiful and fun activities 

with the classroom, even if someone is not a tech wizard. 

Everyone’s “widget” can be shared privately with a simple link, 

or embedded in any learning management system, and works on any device. BookWidgets works 

seamlessly with other educational apps like iTunes U. 
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Mr. Papathanasiou believes that the success depends on three factors; the perseverance of the tutor; 

the overall class level, as the higher the level the better one can embed a new teaching practice into 

the teaching procedure and the situation in which the teaching takes place. In other words, the last 

factor means the need for e-learning and the means provided to the teacher. Also, he is convinced 

that ICT tools are helpful in stimulating the interest of students and making teaching more efficient. 

He said that through the digital tools one can spark the interest of the pupils, for example without 

the use of Desmos in functions, pupils were not as interested in that topic. 

The progress that the pupils have made is obvious from day to day. Seeing how the pupils at school 

perceive the definitions so much faster than the students who did not have access in digital tools, 

proves the significance of digital tools in learning. When new technologies are embedded in 

teaching, the process moves faster, as the teacher needs to spend less time in explaining, thus 

moving faster in the material. Another indicator of the progress is that the BookWidget scores, the 

feedback from students and their test results are immediately/automatically shared with the teacher 

through digital technologies. He can observe the scores of the pupils by percentages, represented in 

bar charts, but also, he can see the maximum and minimum in the grades, pinpoint the median 

grades and have an overall view of the class level instantly. Mr. Papathanasiou said: 

“According to their knowledge background, the students who used digital technologies in learning 

are three times more competent than pupils of their age and they can learn to work efficiently and 

independently. It is beautiful tο have great class sessions with students, but the point is to inspire 

them to love math and to teach them to study math correctly and efficiently.” 

As a recommendation to fellow mathematicians and educators, he suggested that networking is 

important. When you try to do something and you have the passion to do it, other than study on 

your own, it is important to be encouraged and have proper support. As for the lesson itself, the 

teacher has to be perfectly prepared to the last detail. All the prementioned tools must be tested 

before being put into use and a detailed lesson plan should be devised. As for online lessons, every 

morning the Palladio teachers team meets online in order to discuss their practice, spot any 

problems and suggest solutions and new better practices. 

Questions for reflection: 

1. How can one deal with the different paces of the students? 

2. Why do students find ICT in classes more interesting? 

3. How can one keep track of the overall level of achievement of pupils using digital tools? 
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